
 
 
 

This remarkable Church was built in the 
mid-thirteenth century by the masons 
responsible for work at Westminster 
Abbey. The similarity of the carved 
designs and the decorative architectural 
detail has led commentators to dub 
Stone Church "Little Westminster". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most probably, the church owes its very 
existence and its grandiose appearance 
to the Bishops of Rochester who 
possessed the Lordship of the local 
manor. It is of particular interest that 
Bishop Lawrence de Martin (Bishop of 
Rochester 1251-1274) was Chaplain to 
Henry lll, who undertook the rebuilding of 
Westminster Abbey. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Like most parish churches, St Mary's, Stone has 
seen good times and bad. In the past, it has 
always been able to rely on the goodwill of 
Friends and those who delight in the first class 
architectural quality of the building.  
 
The repair and maintenance of the church is a 
continuous task and we value every bit of 
support that is offered. 

St Mary's is a national architectural treasure. It is 
a Grade l Listed Building and had been 
generously supported by English Heritage and 
many other grant aiding bodies that have 
recognised its architectural importance. 
 

Will you support St Mary's, Stone by 
becoming a Friend? 
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St Mary's Church serves a parish that 
extends from the Thames to Watling Street; 
from Greenhithe Village to the M25. All 
who live in the parish have a right to 
attend services in the Parish Church. 
Visitors are always welcome. 
 
Daily Services (except Tuesdays) 
7.00am  Holy Communion (if requested at 
the Rectory the previous night) 
9.00am  Mattins 
5.00pm  Evensong 
 
Sunday Services 
9.00am  Mattins 
10.00am Holy Communion 
5.00pm Evensong  
 
2nd Sunday in month 
9.00am Mattins 
9.30am Holy Communion (said) 
10.30am Family Service 
 
The Rector is available for parishioners & 
visitors alike. 
 
 
The Rev'd Kenneth W. Clark, 
Stone Rectory,  
Church Road,  
Stone,  
Greenhithe, 
Kent, DA9 9BE 
Tel 01322 382076 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The building is mentioned in many 
architectural and tour guides and visitors 
come to delight in its quiet beauty from 
both near and far. It has been known for 
centuries as the Lantern of Kent  as it has 
stood on the top of the hill overlooking the 
River Thames and was seen as a safe 
haven by sailors returning home.  It still 
stands as a lantern above the surrounding 
new development and can be seen from 
the Queen Elizabeth ll bridge as one 
crosses the Thames into Kent. Its 
importance in the landscape remains whilst 
the entire area changes. It is the constant 
feature in an ever-changing area. It is one 
of the seven most important buildings 
within the Borough of Dartford. 
 
It has stood as a symbol of the Christian 
community in Stone for some 700 years but 
is now in need of your help to secure its 
future for the next generation. 
 

Will you support St Mary's, Stone by 
becoming a Friend? 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
To become a Friend  
 
Please fill out the form below and send to: 

 
The Friends of St Mary's, 
Stone Rectory, 
Church Road, 
Stone, 
Greenhithe, 
Kent, DA9 9BE. 
 
Name ……………………………... 

Address ……………………………… 

  ……………………………… 

  ……………………………… 

Post Code           ……………………… 

Telephone       ………………………… 
 
The minimum subscription is £10 per 
annum for individual. 
 
Please make cheques payable to The 
Friends of St Mary's Church, Stone.  
 
Gift Aid Declaration 
 
If you pay Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax to an 
amount equivalent to what the Friends can reclaim 
(28p per £1) and wish to increase your gift by 
allowing the friends to claim this, please tick this 
box. 
 
Signature  …………………………………    
 
Date ………………………………… 

. 

 

 


